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drifted across the bills as old Dr

out of his house and went downTWILIGHT
A tawny spring swollen

with a gurgllatlng sound bo
I

I Heath the worn boards of tho pike bridge

The dust lay In puckers from n recent rain Mingled

country odors filled the air
II

The physician passed the general store that had be-

longed

¬

to Joseph Rlttonhouse He looked In and

waved a friendly greeting to Joey Rlttcnhouse the

dead Josephs son and the stores present proprietor
I

i Joey was wearing a blue sergo coat and a pair of

mite duck trousers Tho combination was new to
I

the village At sight of It the physicians keen ayes

narrowed He went on down the street to a small
I Louse that reached up like a brown band to the bond-

IngII oaks A bracelet of green dooryard encircled It
Its gate was open for the convenience of those who-

I

I

t

passed dully through It not from shlftleasnoss The
front room was filled with tho tenuous dusk but tho

t tt ono beyond was lit by a big lamp that flowered like a-

t yellow bulb Beside It a woman worlied She was a-

InI Ii little sandy thing between fifty and sixty a rough
jklrt and green flannel waist The pins thrust Into

i

I tho breast of It were like an Insignia She had a tape
t

measure about her neck
i

Ih
I Good evening Electra the physician called from

i the door step-
i

t

Why Its you Is It doctor she exclaimed Come
I right In I got my lap full of stuff so I wont get up

f
i f youll excuse my manners Sit down there In

r appys chair
j I She thrust the chair forward with her foot and

iI with her foot also drew toward her one of those
t j noumntlc forms over which women fit their gowns

Ii
i std began to drape the classic flowered silk folds

Is toss you dont recognize the lady do you3 she
>

I suggested with her crinkling smile
i Dr RIcbel stretched his old legs out before him and

tipping his head quizzically regarded tit graceful
J

i

figure

No Im afraid I dont he admitted with an
t

amused look-

I Its Mrs Peieyflcld
Is it Indeedr

Electra McCullum gave the headless form an em-

phatic
¬

pat and stuck n tentative pin in here and there
l Its tIll Image of her Its her to thelast fraction

of a curve-

My acquaintance with Mrs Perk field Is not toll
j

unite the old physician gravely observed
Miss McCullums lips set thinly Her faded blue

i

l ryes twinkled beneath their sandy brows
q Mine Is she inald succinctlyI

I

j

Dr Richul looked over at her questioningly ills
tone was careless 1

Just how much do you happen to know about her
i Electra 1 he inquired
h I

t

She bit off the end of her thread and suspending It
and her needle In the air regarded him with eyes as
keen as his own

i
I know shes the prettiest woman that ever came

Ii to this town
I UmphJ His fingers mussed the fringe of her

I

r

chenille table cover Prettier than Minnie Heston
t

f i for Instance
t i Prettlpr according to the ordinary mans Idea of-

t J beauty A painter or a sculptor would choose Mln-

I was not thinking of the painter or the sculptor
he mused

I
lll

nittcnhouse

No said she quickly you was thinking of Joey

A little silence fell She broke It by flinging a sud
l I 3cn sharp question at him

j

What Is It that Nature puts In some women that
t thin dont put In others Its not good looks nor

tense the Lord knows But It makes all the differ
t

i mceHe

J shook his head I think I understand what you
scan Electra he wild slowly

Dr Richels Activity
I

With quite unnecessary vehemence she whirled the
1 leadless figure about

A smile tugged at the corners of the physicians
l

yes
Tell me what else you know about Mrs Percy

leld t
Shes come here to marry Anybody can seethat-

vlthr halt an eye Shes not the kind to make her
i I > wn living and then theres those two children and
t

I
inch children The StutomonB wont keep her for
Aver even If she Is related to them Theyve made
ip their mind to marry her off and ehen made up

I
> er mind to be married onnnd mauled shell be-

TOUllr i seep

t She swung the figure about again with clattering
I f Iron rollers She touched the flowered folds nlg-

ilflcantly4
I

i You know what this dress Is for dont ou1
i They havent gone as far aa that have they ho-
I pispcd

She laughed Her laughter had a fresh clear
Bound

Taint the wedding drags The Stutsmansj-
1

ore go-

ing
¬

to give a big party for her A lawn fete where
everybody dresses in fancy dress Not masked you

I understand Just fancy costumes Shes going to be a
Dresden shepherdess She paused In the rhythmic

t swing of the needle and looked at him with pregnant
i I eyes Shell land her lamb all rlghtt

Another silence fell Silences wpre common be
i t tween them it was the distinct uncomfortableness of

t thin one that made it unusual
t Imagine Joey wiin n wife ten years older than

t

r
4

t

himself shes thirtytwo If shes a day and two chil-

dren

¬

she laughed out sharply But you couldnt
make him see It like It Is not If you talked to him till
you dropped over laybe If his mother was at home

she could Influence him But nobody else can

The physicians gentle face was full of serious
anxiety

Itll break Min Hestbvns heart Miss McCullum
continued That Is If hearts really break nowadays

Shes so shy and proud she wont think of lighting for
her rights Shell Just stay home and shut herself n-

And thlslhls Pamela in her shepherds garb

shell She gave the innocent linage of the ab-

sent

¬

Mrs Pcrcyflcld a vigorous punch and put down

her needle When n woman wants to bring a man to

the proposal point and nothing else will do It she
always gets up a fancy dress affair where she can
powder her hair and paint her cheeks and wear rInk
rosebuds Ever notice-

Dr Rlchcl arose with a sigh

Im sorry you regard the situation as really grave

Electra tit said Mamas been worrying but 1

thought her overanxious
Electra McCullum put aside her work and moved

with him toward the door She looked at him wist-
fully The village was In the habit of turning to him

In times of anxiety as well as In Illness His mission
hind been one of healing to1other hurts and Ills than
those of the body alone w

You cant think of anything to do can you she
questioned Seems as If It aint real friendly to

Joeys ma to stand by In her nbsenco and let this
thing happen

He stood In the doorway looking down the shadowy

street The pale lamplight touched his grave old face

and his uncovered white head-

It doesnt does It We must see what we can do

When Is this party
Friday day after tomorrow Ive got to work

my fingers off to finish that dress or shell bare
hysterics again

EhT he queried turning back to her Wbata
that

Oh shes that kind all right for all her posing as
being so brave and serene Electra nodded She

had an awful fit of em one day because sue couldnt
find any lavender sewing silk in town Imagine that
kind of a woman as Mrs RIttcuhousc daughtcrln
law Oh Its awful Doctor Poor foollrth Joey

The physician smiled his Indescribably moving
nmlle that halt merry half gentle smile that was as

familiar to the village as his sturdy old figure Itself
Dont be too hard on him Electra He didnt In-

vent

¬

that special kind of weakness you know
As he passed the RlttcnbouBC store he saw that

Joey had left It In charge of a clerk anti when be-

came to the Rlttenhonsc residence further down tho

street the boy bolted out of tho gate with one hand
full of honeysuckle and the other fumbling with the
smart bow tie beneath his cleft brown chin

His Love for the Boy

He was n straight handsome impulsive lad with
a way that won him Immediate friends nnd another
way that kept them The physician loved him almost
like a son

Well Joey he greeted him

Tho boy brought up in some confusion
I was Just taking a few sprays of honeysuckle to

Mrs Pcrcyficld be explained Shes so fond of
flowers and the Stutbiuans honeysuckle Isnt blooming
yct

I see said Dr RlchoL
I guess you know Mrs Percyfleld dont you

Joey Inquired with an admirable show of offhanded
ness Shes pretty fine It does a fellow good to
see a woman bear things like she bears om

Mml Hows that Joey T
Well yon stx shes one through a lot Her hun

1n

band must have been a brute Sbo had to leave him

But she never complains Shes game all right The

Stutsmans say the way she met It was splendid-

Dr Illchel did not comment Trio was thinking of

the lavender sewing silk

Its to be hoped somebody will he able o make lip

to her some day for all shes suffered the boy said
as he went off

The physician continued on his way home He
shook his wise old head

I dont suppose a man ever urea who at Joeys-
age didnt want to make it up to somo woman older

than himselfa widow nine times out of ten with

at least one child A chuckle slipped out of his
throat My widow had three

He looked back at tho old KIttenhouse home It
wns the only 1no In town that protended to stateli-
ness How admirably It fitted Joeys motherl The
physician could see hecthere in her gate hey

flowers He could st e her In tho homey old living
room He conld see her everywhere about the house
And he could not endure to sec Mrs Percyfleld there
even in his Imagination The very Idea of it hurt
him Ho knew how her presence would hurt his old
frlena Mary Rlttenbouse And to think of those
unmannerly youngsters being turned loose In such a
place It was unthinkable

A light streaming from a softly curtained window
across the street attracted his attention and He de-

liberately
¬

went over lie had no Intention of prying
but be certainly stopped and strained his eyes througli
the dusk at the girl who sat Inside the room embroid-
ering

¬

roses on a piece of white linen Now she
worked feverishly now dropped her work and sat
staring absently Into space the toe of her shoe stir¬

ring the hem of her gown Slip was a fresh colored
cleanly cut young person with no more pretence than
the flower she embroidered or than her simple gown
Itself As he looked at her he thought of what Electro
McCullum had said about herA painter or a sculp-
tor would choose Mln The pure profile of her ace
reminded him of the faces of Ivory and of marble he
lied seen

He sighed Ho knew the world well He know
youth and Its easy Impressionism lie knew the
chance a girl like this would hero against the woman
who had come adventuring among them

When he reached home he did not go Into the house
at once but sat down on a little bench beneath the
walnut tree he had planted fifty years before He
leaned Ills head against the trunk and stared up at
the clouds

It took him a long lime to go to sleep that night
nnd then he dreamed of the eternal triangle of the
man and two women At breakfast he was dis-

traught
¬

His face showed Its anxiety lie picked
absently at his fish balls

What In the world have you got on your mind
father his daughter In Inw Inquired whoa the chil-

dren had finished their breakfast and her husband-
hud left the table

The physician arose and pushed back his chair
There was no twinkle left In his keen old eyes They
wore harassed

Pvo got Dresden shepherdesses he suld

The Expedient
He was doing up powders for Lizzy Wilson when

he had hla Idea It came to him like a lash and he
could hardly wait to get Wilson out of the ofllcc The
Instant he was gone he grabbed his old felt hat and
went oil at a trot down the hill toward Electra Me-

Cullum8
Electra was ou her knees before Mrs Pcrcyflclds

dress form
She looked around It at him as he appeared start-

lingly In her Inner door
Mercy What Is It she mumbled about a mouth-

ful
¬

of pins
He sat down panting He was seventyone you

do not go up a hill or come down It at seventyone
without feeling It

Ive thought of a way to save Joey KIttenhouse-
If youll help mu he wild

Ill do anything said she but dont you try to
tell me about It for a minute 1 sot some of that
cherry shrub you liked HO well lust year Ill get It
She whisked out of the room and Into It again with a
tall thin glass on a tray Take It she commanded-

and If Murna scolds you let her Twont do you any
harm

He took It with a chuckling laugh and she sat

down and began toct careful stitches In the bodice-

of the flowery silk robe
Electra be Inquired over the rim of the glass a

little deceit Is excusable If Its for love Isnt Itr
Anything said Electra McCullum with her thin

shoulders and her old maids figure Is excusable-

If its for that
He sipped the cherry shrub P JUK

u

r
A Ulan ought to get the girl that was meant for

him oughtnt he And theres no question In your
mind Is there that Minnie Heston Is the girl for Joey
Rlttcnbouse

Not a smltob of n question she declared with
emphasis

lIe arose and set down his glass He glanced at
the Inanimate double of tho very animate lady
against whom he was plotting

Then come In here away from that embarrassing
figure and Ill tell you my plan he said holding open
the door of her small dining room for her and passing
through after her-

At
7

four oclock that afternoon the Stutsman phae-
ton

¬

bearing the Pereyileld family or that part of It
which remained Intact drove down the village street
toward Electra McCullums It was a deep black
phaeton drawn by a big black horse The three
Pcrcyflelds wore In white The bands of the childrens
hats were crimson like the rases of their mothers
Beneath the roses Mrs PorcyfleldH hazel eyes looked
out searchingly and found what thoy were seeking
Joey Rlttcnhouse swinging down the street

Also they saw Dr Rlchel sauntering leisurely along
And Mrs Percyfleld leaned out and bowie sweetly If
a bit ostentatiously to the old man whom tho town
revered

Reaching Miss McCullums hitching post she
stepped lightly from the phaeton untied the hitch
strap from the horses bridle looked at the post then
at the strap fund then at Joey KIttenhouse whom she
affected to seo for the first umo She threw out her
hands In a pretty gesture of helplessness and awaited
him

What should I do without you Im such a use-
less person she murmured aa he tied the horse anti
lifted out the small Pcrcyileldn

Tho Instant the children touched terra firma they
grabbed RIttcnhouycH hands and swung onto him
clamoring to Ixs taken to his store The store meantcandy and niHMm and firs and ernpk rs nnd other dij

iiii-
irI

I

lectnble things to eat They pulled steadily pcrelat
ently Ho thought they would drag his arms trOD

i

their sockets
Their mother was saying something half ntniulnc

half pathetic In that wonderful voice of hers anti In
didnt want to lose a word of It IIo smiled a detached
smile at tho children Then bo bethought him ol t

something to stop their demands and their pulling
and he brought It forth triumphantly shining new rc

candy that had come as a sample by the tnoruingi jjji
mallThe

J

boy who was the older grabbed It and stuffed
It Into his mouth till his checks stuck out Ho went
off a little way and began to stamp In tho dust kicking
up clouds of It us he made what ho called a circus
ring But the girl threw herself tuB length upon tit
valk spat out the offending candy wiped away the
caste of It on tho gravel and lay there howling In hci
disgust-

Oh klddlklnsl kiddlkina What will Mr ttlttcn
house think of mothers darlings Mrs PercyfleU

cried In charming despair She lifted sweet appealing
eyes to Joey It Is so difficult so Impossible to hi i
harsh with them when life has been so harsh with
me she whispered brokenly OIl must keep unhappl 4 Iness from them as long as I can She steadied hei
trembling lips Into a smile of bravery It was hci

best tricka trick that never failed to work with met
of Joey Klttenhouscs age

He saw her through n quick mist of feeling-
A moment later utter pleading Instructions to he

children she let Joey take them with him to the store
while she tripped up the path for her last fitting

Joey Rittenhouse-
Dr Rlchel appeared In the store door not more thai

five minutes later and beckoned to the young proprle
lor The children were half burled In n fancy cmclce
box and he signalled Joey to let them stay there

Come across to McCullums with me n minute h

said briefly I

As they approached the house thoy heard Mrs
Pcrcyficlds voice It was excited It was hiS
pitched But for certain unmistakable tones of I

the l would not have known It It cut the nil like t

loose wire that twists and hisses It threw Itself ou

stingingly then coiled up with a Jangle It was no

nice to hear
The two men paused at the doorstep

Youve ruined my gownl Youve ruined It

shrilled Mrs Percyfleld from Electras Inner room

But I will make you another Electra said nppeas

t

Ingly II Ill buy the material and you shall have It tot i

tomorrow night I promise i

And what will It be like the Imperious voice de-

manded
¬

A horrid cheap thing that I wouldnt wear
1 wont have It Your Impudence In making such a
suggestion Is amazing What shall I do
1 do Such carelessness Such inexcusableIgnora-nce

I was very tired Id worked on It half the night
My hands were not quite steady

What Is it to me how long you had worked Mrs
Percyfleld screamed Its your business Isnt It
When I hire a seamstress to sew for me I expect her
to do H without whining about bow long it takes I
pay her for her time Dont try to excuse yoursel-
fIts unforgivable Its sheer carelessness I tell you
Its moro than I can bearl

She lost the last slipping hold on ncraelf She let
herself go completely She raged She berated She
Importuned She commanded She laughed She
cried She had In short the worst case of hysteria-
that the doctor had ever in nil tho long years of his
experience encountered

He looked at Joey RJttcnhonae The boys face was
white

I heard her a5 I came along the doctor whis-
pered

¬

and I thought you ought to know Joey lad
Young RIttunhouse did not speak He turned nnd

hurried back to his store
When Mrs Percyfleld came out of Electra Mc ¬

Cullums with mottled cheeks and blazing eyes find
twitching lips the clerk led her children over to her
and untied her horse for her

That evening In the protecting dusk Dr Rlchel
went again to Electra McCullums

Electro looked limp amid tired but triumphant
You Keeu Joey since she asked

The doctor smiled softly aatlslledly I

Joeys gone to the city for a few days he said
Ho wont be at the part >

d

1


